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OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES. 


[|B orn 1809. | 
A. His personality. 

See the life of him just published by Mr. W. 5S. 
Kennedy. 

[ Vote.—This work contains a valuable bibliography. ] 

His characteristics are very intelligently con- 
sidered by Mr. F. H. Underwood, in Sc77é- 
ner's, May, 1879, v. 18, p. 117. 

See also the article of Dr. Ray Palmer, on 
Dr. Holmes, in the /zternational Review, 
1880, v. 8, p. 501. 

Also in Appletons’ Fournal, 1875, v. 12, p- 545- 
50. 

A strikingly unenthusiastic article occurs in 
the Knickerbocker, March, 1863, v. 61, p. 
189-93. 

There is also an article inthe Boston Review, 
Nov., 1862, v. 2, p. 583-89, which is the re- 
verse of appreciative. 

A very interesting sketch of him, (for young 
readers), is in the work entitled ‘‘ Poets’ 
homes,”’ v. 2, p. I-34, (reprinted from /V’ide 
Awake.) 

Appreciative English estimates may be seen in 
the Dublin University Review, 1875, v. 84, 
p- 376. 

See also the Spectators appreciative article on 
his political position and utterances in 1863. 
(Reprinted in Zitte//’s, v. 78, p. 573-74.) 

B. His writings. 

His earliest publications were chiefly medical. 
Some of them have lately been republished 
in his volume, ‘‘ Medica! essays,’”’ [1883. } 

The first collected volume of his poems was 
published in 1836. Subsequent editions 
have included the successive additions to 
these poems. 

For criticisms on his poetry, see the series 
of papers on ‘‘ American authorship,’’ (no. 
6), published in Colburn’s New Monthly 
Magazine, in 1853, (reprinted in Zi¢te//’s, v 
39, Pp. 100-4.) 

See also J. G. Palfrey’s article in the Morth 
American Review, Jan., 1837, V. 44, Pp. 275-77: 

An appreciative article from a brother-poet is 
found in the Anickerbocker, Dec., 1845, Vv 
26, p. 570-73 (by John Greenleaf Whittie r). 
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*The striking features of his poetry are indi- 
cated in Mr. W. C. Gannett’s ‘‘ Outlines for 
a study of Holmes, Bryant, Whittier,’’ pub- 
lished as no. 8 of ‘* Unity leaflets,’’ 1883. 

His fiction, (‘‘ Elsie Venner,’’ and ‘‘ The 
guardian angel’’), is commented on in the 
North American Review, 1861, v. 92, p. 587- 
88. 

Also in several English reviews, (reprinted in 
Littell’s, v. 71, p. 435-42, and v. 95, p. 671- 
94.) 

See also an article by J. M. Ludlow in J/ac- 
millan’s Magazine, 1861, v. 4, p. 305, in 
which ‘‘ Elsie Venner” and ‘‘ Silas Marner”’ 
are compared. 

But it is the humorous element in his poetry 
and prose which has become most charac- 
teristic. 

See the three noteworthy volumes, ** The auto- 
crat of the breakfast-table,’’ ‘‘ The poet at 
the breakfast-table,”’ and ‘‘ The professor at 
the breakfast-table.” 

In Rev. Mr. Haweis’s lectures on ‘‘ American 
humorists,” + (p. 37-42), there is a discussion 
of Dr. Holmes’s humor, both in his prose 
and his poetry. 

An interesting article on the humor of ‘‘ The 
autocrat”’ is found in Chambers’s Journal, 
1860, v. 31, p. 59. (Reprinted in Zit/e/l’s, v. 
60, p. 630-32.) F ; 

Dr. Holmes’s seventieth birthday occurred in 
1879 and was appropriately olserved. 

The proceedings at the ‘‘ Holmes breakfast” 
were published in a supplement to the AZ 
lantic Monthly, Feb., 1880. 

See also the Literary World, Decv., 1879. 
[*Note.—At a dinner to Dr. Holmes, given by his fellow- 
physicians in New York, April 10, 1883, he read a char- 
acteristically humorous poem. (It is printed in full in 
the Mew York Medical Yournal, Apr. 21, 1883, p. 

436-38.)] 
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EDWIN BOOTH. 


[Born 1833. ] 


A. His personality. 


*There is a ‘‘ biographical sketch’’ by his 
friend, William Winter, in the quarto vol- 
ume issued in 1871, entitled ‘‘ Edwin Booth 
in twelve dramatic characters.”’ 


+ Note.—An error occurred in the April number of this 


*A ver raceful tribute to Whittier, by Dr. 
y 8 ¢ hit y journal, in the statement that this work, (Haweis’s ** Ameri- 


Holmes, appears among the poems pre- | can humorists” ), omits all reference to ‘ Knickerbocker’s 
pared for the Whittier dinner in 1878. history.” It should read ‘ gives but little space to,”’ etc. 
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The most comprehensive poe occurs in 
the volume published in 1881, (‘‘ American 
actors series’’), entitled ‘*‘ The A Pr and the 
vounger Booth,” by Edwin Booth’s sister, 
Mrs. Clarke. 

*See the sketch, ‘‘ A night with the Booths,”’ 
by Adam Badeau, reprinted (from the New 
York 7imes) in his volume, ‘*‘ The vaga- 
bonds,”’ p. 346-54. 

See also Mr. E. C. Stedman’s article, ‘‘ Edwin 
Booth,”’ in the 4 ¢é/antic Monthly, May, 1866, 
Wa 27, Ds '§ 

A later article by William Winter, 
matic critic, is in Harper's Magazine, 
63, p. 585-90. 

B. fis dramatic art. 
His early Shake ‘spearian studies 
“ Richard III.,” and“ King Lear.” 
Clarke’s volume, p. 136-50. 

For comments on his ‘* Hamlet,” see the ar- 
ticles by Edgar Bronson, in Afppletons’ 
Fournal, 1875, v. 14, p. 657-59; 689-91. 

Also Every Saturday, i871, Vv. 9, p- 258, 273- 

*Also Badeau’s ‘‘ The vagabond,”’ p. 288-89. 

Also Scribner's Monthly, aap 1872, (in 
‘Culture and progress’’), v. 3, p. 632-33. 

Also Mr. Stedman’s article in oe Atlantic, 
May, 1866, v. 17, p. 588-go. 

Also the article by Miss Calhoun, in the Ga/- 
axy, Jan., 1869, v. 7, p- 77-82. (With illus- 
tration.) 

Also George William Curtis’s ‘‘ Easy chair’’ 
notes on Booth, in Harper's Magazine, April, 
1865, v. 30, p. 673-75 

[Note.—For Mr. Fullerton’s remarks at the presentation 
of the ‘‘ Hamlet medal,”’ Jan. 22, 1866, see Mrs. Clarke’s 


volume, p. 164-66. ] 

On his ‘‘ Richelieu,’’ see Mrs. Clarke’s vol- 
ume, p. 154-56. (With illustration.) 
Also Every ea V. 9, P. 402, 409; Vv. 

p. 80, gI. 

On his ‘* Othello’ and ‘‘ Iago,” see Miss Cal- 
houn’s article, (Galaxy, v. 7, p. 83-84.) 

[‘‘People do not talk,’ says Miss Calhoun, ** of Booth’s 
Othello. Perhaps it is too fine to be popular, Per- 
haps it is too terrible.’’] 

His careful and conscientious study of the 
Shakespearian parts is indicated in Mrs. 
Clarke’s volume, together with his striking 
originality of conception. 

[** These very mannerisms, effe ective and graceful though 
they were in the elder Booth,’ ‘she says, ‘the younger 
strove studiously to avoid, for he knew that they would 
= quickly detected and used i in the criticisms against 
lm 

His originality is thus monayeiond by Mr. Cur- 
tis: (Harper's Magazine, v. 30, p- 673-74.) 

[“\ A really fine actor is as uncommon as a really great 
dramatic poet. Yet what Garrick was in Richard IIT., 
or Edmund Kean i in Shylock, we are sure Edwin Booth 
is in Hamlet.’’] 

He is thus compared with Forrest by Law- 
rence Barrett, (Barrett’s ‘‘ Edwin Forrest,’ 
p. 98.) ‘‘ The one was supported and main- 
tained by the generations which had grown 
up with the veteran, had seen the various 
stages of his career passed triumphantly, 
and who sought no improvement ; the other 
represented the hopeful expression of the 
new generation which forms its own ideas 
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by the impressions of its times, and is not 
slavishly bound to the past. 

He is compared with Fechter, by Mr. G. B. 
Woods, in Old and New, April, 1870, v. I, 
p- 515-17. He says of Booth’s ‘ Hamlet, 
that “ he has refined it and polished it until 
all the crudity is gone; but some of the 
real virile strength of the Hamlet of the 
young days has gone with it;” while Mr. 
Fechter’s readings, he declares, are ‘‘ not 
the finished results of study, but plastic, 
changeable, with emphasis shifting from 
night to night.”’ 

Mr. Booth played to English audiences during 
the season of 1880-81. ~_ the article by 
William Winter, (//arfer’s, 63), in which 
he is compared with Henry fol ing. 

Compare also his Hamlet, and his Othello, as 
indicated above, with that of Signor Salvini, 
as characterized by Mr. G. H. Lewes, in his 
volume, ‘‘ On actors and the art of acting,” 
ch. 15. 

Also with Signor Rossi, as indicated in 
Nation, Vv. 33, P- 354-55- 

He has played to German audiences during 
the season of 1882-83. See the letter from 
Leipzig, in 7e Nation of April 26, 1883, v. 
36, p. 358-60. 

See also J. R. Gould’s 
of Booth.”’ 


The 
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J JHN ADAMS’S ADMINISTRATION. 
| 1797-1801. | 
This list is No. 2, in the series on American his- 
tory since 1789, begun in the April number. | 
Official records and contemporary documents 
The messages and state papers are to be found? 
in the ‘American state papers,” Foreign 
affairs, v. 2; Finance, v. 1; etc. 
In the ‘‘ Annals of congress,” 5th to 8th con- 
gress. 
In Benton's ‘*‘ Abridgement of debates,”’ 
In Williams's ‘‘ Statesman’s manual,” v. 1. 
Also in the *‘ Works of John Adams,” v. 9, p. 
150-07 
B. General accounts. 
These four years may be studied in the follow- 
ing works: 
Hildreth’s “ History of the United States,’’ v. 
5, p. 1-418. 

*Tucker’s ‘* History of the United States,” v. 2. 
Schouler’s ‘‘ History of the United States,” v. 
I, p. 341-501. 
Bryant and Gay’s 

United States,” 
[| Note.- the 
corresponding ‘* Note,"’ in the April number. It may 
be added that both Hildreth and Schouler, while giv- 
ing full prominence to the mistakes of Adams’s career, 
admit the general purity of his intentions. ‘His ex- 
citable temperament was qualified,” says Hildreth, “ by 
a vigorous judgment, penetr: ating and prompt. 7, Be 
p-. 385.) _‘* Whimsical and wrong-headed as Adams 
might be,’’ says Schouler, ** he was, apart from his pe- 
culiar foibles, consistent, just, and upright.” 
C. Political reviews of this admintstration. 
The most comprehensive work is that of Gibbs, 
‘* Memoirs of the administrations of Wash- 


| Note. 


‘* Popular history of the 
Vv. 4. 


For the characteristics of these works, see 
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ington and Adams,” (based on the papers of 
Oliver Wolcott, the secretary of the treasury), 
v. 2 of which covers this period. 

*The most virulently unfavorable account is the 
‘‘History of the administration of John 
Adams,” by John Wood, printed in 1802, 
suppressed in that year, and reprinted with 


ment of the sources”’ of the history. 

[| Vo‘e.—Both of these works, says Mr. Alexander John- 
ston, are ‘‘entirely untrustworthy.’’ Lalor’s ‘* Cyclo- 
pedia of political science,” v. 1, p. 24.] 

Holst’s 


The period is treated in H. von. 


“Constitutional and political history of the | 


United States,” v. 1, ch. 4; Johnston’s 


‘‘History of American politics,” ch. 4; | 
Young’s ‘‘ American statesman,” ch. 12-13; | 


and Williams’s *‘ Statesman’s manual,’’ v. 1, 
p- 129-38. 


The works of Van Buren and Ormsby, also, | 


(already cited in the Washington list), are 


interesting, if the writer's point of view be | 


considered. 


A not unprejudiced narrator is John C, Hamil- 
ton, who, in his ‘‘ History of the republic,” 


v. 6-7, throws important light on one side 
of the factional strife in the Federalist party. 

[ Vote. —See, as above, the ‘‘ Note” in the April number, 

for the characteristics of these writers. ] 

On the Alien and Sedition laws, see Schouler, 
(v. I. p. 394-96), who indicates the striking- 
ly able opposition to it under the leadership 
of Gallatin and others. Compare also the 
forcibly written narrative of Mr. Henry 
Adams, in his ‘‘ Life of Albert Gallatin,” one 


of the most valuable political biographies of 
this period. 

On the Virginia and Kentucky resolutions of 
1798, see H. von Holst’s *‘ Constitutional his- 


” 


tory,” v. I, p. 143-50; Jefferson’s ‘‘ Works, 
V. 7, p. 230. Vv. 9, p. 464-71; also the full text 
of Madison’ s report and the answers of the 
states, in Elliot's ‘‘ Debates,” v. 4, p. 528-80. 
Biographical accounts of Adams, covering his 
presidency. 

The authoritative work is ‘‘ The life of John 
Adams. Begun by John Quincy Adams. 
Completed by Charles Francis Adams.”’ 
2v. 1871. This at first appeared (in one 
volume) as the opening volume of the 
* Works’’ of John Adams, (10 volumes), 
1856. 

[** He has thought it unnecessary”’ for anything contain- 


D. 


ed in the historical and biographical works published | 


during this interval, ‘to alter g single word in the bi- 
ography of his urandfather.’”” The Nation, April 27, 
1871, V. 12, p. 293.] 

In 1827 was published a ‘‘ Memoir of the life, 
character, and writings of John Adams,” by 
William Cranch, (his nephew). 

Several other commemorative discourses are 
cited by S. G. Drake in the Mew-Exugland 
Historical and Genealogical Register, April, 
1857, V. II, p. 97-100. 

Mr. Edmund Quincy, (orth American Review, 
July, 1871, v. 113, p. 187), vigorously com- 
bats the prediction of the A¢hencum, (Lon- 
don), that ‘tthe American world will in 
time forget Adams.,”’ 








LBs 
notes, in 1845; also his *‘* Correct state- 
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There is a very striking characterization of 
him in Theodore Parker’s ‘‘ Historic Amer- 
icans,’’ p. 147-259. ‘‘In his administration,” 
says Parker, certain ‘‘ things indicate the 
soundest of human judgments. But he lacked 
method in his intellectual processes.”’ 
Biographies of President Adams’s contem- 
porartes. 

Among members of his own cabinet, the testi- 
monies of Pickering and Marshall, (secreta- 
ries of state); Wolcott, secretary of the 
treasury ; and Cabot, secretary of the navy. 
are particularly significant. Marshall’s life 
has nowhere been treated at fuller length 
than in Flanders’s ‘‘ Lives of the chief jus- 
tices,” v. 2. [He was appointed chief justice 
in 1801 ] Aside from Marshall, there was 
but little sympathy between the members of 
the cabinet and the president. See Gibbs’s 
‘*Memoirs’’ of Wolcott ; Lodge’s ‘* Life of 
George Cabot ;” and the voluminous ‘‘ Life 
of Timothy Pickering,” by Octavius Picker- 
ing, and Charles W. Upham, in 4 vols. See 
also Ames’s “ Works of Fisher Ames,” with 
Life. 

The volume entitled ‘‘ Documents relating to 
New England federalism,’’ edited by Henry 
Adams, (1877), throws important light on 
the factions of the Federalist party at this 
time and for the next fifteen years. 

[Note.—The *‘ Correspondence of John Adams and Will- 
iam Cunningham,’’ though covering a period sub- 
sequent to Adams’s administration, should be consulted 
in this connection. ] 

The head and front of the opposing faction 
was, of course, Alexander Hamilton. 

See Lodge's volume on ‘‘ Hamilton,”’ (in the 
‘‘ American statesmen ”’ series); also Morse’s 
‘* Life,’”’ in 2 vols. ; also J. C. Hamilton’s 
‘* Life,” in 2 vols. 

[‘‘ We are very far from holding Mr. Adams solely re- 
sponsible for the downfall of the Federalists, but his 
treatment'of Hamilton, tried merely by the test of states- 
manship and good politics, shows,’ says Lodge, (p. 
231), how he became “‘a principal cause in the ruin of 
the party.’’] 

Compare also the Lives of Jay, and Morris, 
cited in the April number. 

Abundant light is also thrown upon Mr. 
Adams’s administration by the political 
biography of the opposite party. (Dem- 
ocratic-Republican.) 

See the Lives of Madison, Monroe, Gallatin, 
Jackson, Burr, and Gerry, already cited in 
the April number. See also Campbell’s 
‘De Witt Clinton.”” Also Adams's “‘ John 
Randolph,” (‘* American statesmen ”’ series), 
Pp. 40-47. 

But particularly the career of Thomas Jeffer- 
son, at this time serving as vice-president, 
and supported as the successful candidate 
for the presidency in 1800. See his Life, by 
Randall and by Parton, also the volume on 
‘* Jefferson,’’ (ch. 12), by John T. Morse, 
jr., (the latest issue in the “ American states- . 


men ”’ series. ) 

(‘* He saw plainly,”’ says Morse, (p. 176-77), ‘* that Hamil- 
ton was no longer to hold supreme control over a united 
party, and Hamilton was the only man among the 
Federalists whcm he really feared.’’] 
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For important light on the action of the Fed- 
eralists in giving their votes to Burr in the 
presidential election of 1800, see Schouler’s 


‘*United States,” v. 1, p. 480-88. 


[Note.—Mr. C. F. Adams’s comment, (‘“ Life of John 
Adams,” ed. 1856, p. 595), is: ‘* The Federal members 
took a course, success in which would have proved a 
misfortune, and wherein failure sunk them forever in 
the public esteem.”” Compare also the article by Mr. 
L. Sabine, in the North American Review, July, 1857, 
v. 85, p. 1-29. ‘* Why. did the Federal members of 
Congress seek to defeat the popular will?’’ says Mr. 
Sabine (p. 37). ‘* In moral intent, as appears by the 
records of Congress, and beyond all dispute by the cor- 
respondence of the period, the Federal party, by their 
authorized exponents, are answerable’ for Burr's ad- 
vancement. 

F. Diplomatic history. 
See, as under the Washington list of refer- 
ences, the works of Trescot and Lyman, 
and the ‘‘ American state papers; foreign 


relations,’’ v. 2. 
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Compare also Austin’s ‘‘ Life of Gerry ;’’ and 
the Lives of Jay and C. C. Pinckney. 

The incident of the appointment of Murray, in 
1799, is detailed in Hildreth, (v. 5, p. 284- 
92). 

Compare, for allusions to Talleyrand’s con- 
nection with it, the ‘‘ Pamphleteer,”’ v. 4. 

G. Social features of this period. 

See the ‘‘ Letters of John and Abigail Adams.’ 

The new seat of government at Washington 
is described very vividly by Mr. Walcott, 
Mr. Smith, and others in letters written in 
1800. (Harper's Magazine, v. 40, p. 186- 
87.) 

Compare also the article on ‘The capitol at 
Washington,” by Ben: Perley Poore, in 
The Century, April, 1883, v. 25, p. 804-6. 

[Note.—For the whole of this period, the ‘* Historical 

reference lists’’ of Professor John T. Short, (1882), are 
useful. See pages 61 tothe end.] 





